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PREFACE

The responsibility for spatial planning has long been considered the domain
of the State, particularly in the Caribbean. It is now greatly appreciated that
the private sector and civil society should be inseparable partners. In keeping
with the theme of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting which
was held in Trinidad and Tobago, CAP Americas, including professional plan-
ning associations in Barbados, Canada, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago,
agreed to collaborate with the Ministry of Planning and the Town and Country
Planning Division to explore partnership arrangements.

The meeting also included planning individuals from other Commonwealth
Caribbean States, as well as several students, who attended with the assis-
tance of the Commonwealth Foundation. In addition, the possibilities for part-
nership arrangements were explored with Francophone Caribbean
neighbours.

The Report of the proceedings presented here captures the salient issues
which informed the transmission of recommendations for consideration of the
Commonwealth leaders at the follow-up CHOGM Meeting.

These discussions will also go a very long way to enhancing our efforts to sup-
port each other within the planning profession and to foster and inform strate-
gies for meaningful collaboration with the private sector and the people in the
implementation of development plans. Certainly, this discussion will continue
and we express our appreciation to all those who contributed and trust that
this Report serves to enhance and expand the debate.

James Armstrong,
Vice President, CAP Americas.

Page 1



1. Opening Session:-

1.0 Dr. James Armstrong

1.1 Mr. Arnim Cozier
1.2 Ms. Christine Platt,
1.3 Dr. Mark Collins

1.4 The Hon. Tina Gronlund-Nunez

2. Individual Presentations:-

2.0 Dr. Pauline Mc Hardy

2.1 Ms. Sheryl-Anne Haynes
2.2 Dr. Carol Archer
2.3 Richard Gill

2.4 Erik Vittrup

2.5 Dr. Thierry Lesales &
Ms. Gladys Christophe

2.6 Marissa Clarke—Marshall

2.7 Prof Cliff Hague

3. Working Group Presentations
3.0 Ms. Marni Cappe

3.1 Dr. Judy Rocke

4. Plenary

APPENDIX

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chairman & Vice President of The Commonwealth Association
of Planners

President, The Trinidad and Tobago Society of Planners
President, The Commonwealth Association of Planners
Director, Commonwealth Foundation

Minister of State in Ministry of Planning Housing and
the Environment

“ Upgrading Jamaica’'s Resort Towns Through Partnerships and
Participation in Land Use Planning”

“The State as a Partner to Development”

“Women Shaping the Urban Space of Jamaica”

“Planning as a Catalyst for Economic Recovery”

“Building Local Capacity in the Caribbean for Climate Change
Adaptation, Vulnerability Reduction and Water and Sanitation

Security in Impoverished Settlements”

“Intra—regional Partnerships in Natural Risk Reduction and
Prevention Planning”

“The Role of the Certificate of Environmental Clearance (CEC)
in Development Planning in Trinidad and Tobago”

“Overview: Planning in the Commonwealth Global Planners
Network (GPN) Initiatives”

“Policy Issues on Climate Change: the CIP Approach”

“Coastal Zone Management: An Integrated Approach”

Reflections and Messages

PAGE

10

10

11

12

12

14

14

15

18

Page 2



Page 3

1. OPENING SESSION

Trinidad and Tobago Society of Planners - Executive Committee

Dr. James Armstrong



1.0 Dr. James Armstrong—Welcome

Dr Armstrong (Immediate Past President of
the TTSP and Vice President of CAP Ameri-
cas) welcomed all to the Conference and the
country. He relayed the apologies of the
Minister of Planning, Housing and the Envi-
ronment, the Honourable Dr Emily Gaynor
Dick-Forde, and welcomed the Minister of
State in the Ministry, the Honourable Tina
Gronlund-Nunez. He introduced Dr Mark
Collins, the Director of the Commonwealth
Foundation. The Commonwealth Founda-
tion is one of the organisations involved in
bringing together civil society organisations
to deal with sustainability with intercultural
relations and has been very supportive of
this Conference. He welcomed the CAP
President, Ms Christine Platt from RSA, and
Mr Arnim Cozier, the President of the TTSP.

He welcomed members of Government, the
Tobago House of Assembly, members of
Local Government, Permanent Secretaries,
UN colleagues and French Caribbean part-
ners. CAP Americas is made up of Trinidad,
Barbados, Jamaica and Canada. He wel-
comed the President of the Canadian Insti-
tute of Planners (CIP), Ms Marni Cappe, and
representatives of the other members
states, Ms Joan Dennis from Jamaica and
Mr Richard Gill from Barbados. Members of
the OECS were also welcomed as were the
distinguished presenters, guests and stu-
dents from both UWI, St Augustine and
UTech, Jamaica. The media were welcomed
and the absence of Cliff Hague, Secretary
General of CAP, was noted.

The timing of the CHOGM with World Town
Planning Day provided the opportunity to
have one celebration in the Conference. It
provides the opportunity to formulate views,
objectives and recommendations to feed
into the Commonwealth People’s Forum and
then into CHOGM. The theme of CHOGM is
“Partnering for a more equitable and sus-
tainable future”. This Conference is struc-

tured along the same lines.

It is important to keep in mind the issues of
sustainability and partnership arrange-
ments. Sustainability involves using existing
resources in a judicious manner to allow
future generations to have the same bene-
fits. This has become an increasing complex
undertaking. Planners have always been
aware of this but the process of trying to
ensure it is where things have become com-
plicated. There is a need to try to find solu-
tions and come up with ways to address
these issues. One solution is that of part-
nerships: with the state, private sector, other
professions, and other countries.

It is important to ensure that the commit-
ments coming out of the Conference are
followed up. The need for partnerships

Is recognized in Trinidad and Tobago but is

important for all CHOGM governments. It is
hoped that the discussions at the Confer-
ence will be deliberated, taken into consid-
eration, discussed further at the Common-
wealth People’s Forum and taken on board
at CHOGM, so that we can see progress
and achievements in respect of sustainabil-
ity, and our contribution as planners to this
process.

1.1 Arnim Cozier—Presidents Remarks
(Speech)

Senator the Honourable Dr. Emily Dick-
Forde , Minister of Planning Housing and
Environment

Senator the Honourable Tina Grunlund,

Ms Christine Platt President Common-
wealth Association of Planners

Prof Cliff Hague, Secretary-General CAP

Mr. Mark Collins Commonwealth Founda-
tion

Colleagues in the Planning profession
Ladies and Gentlemen

After many weeks of planning preparation
we are pleased to welcome you here to the
CAP Americas Regional Workshop and
Meeting jointly hosted by the Ministry of
Planning Housing and Environment, CAP
Americas and the Trinidad and Tobago
Society of Planners. | should like to suggest
that the manner in which this event has
been planned and is being implemented is
a practical working model for the theme of
the workshop itself - partnerships among
the State, Civil Society and the Private Sec-
tor. For this conference could not possibly
have taken place at this scale and level of
international engagement without intensive
and active collaboration between these
different estates - the interest, manpower
and financial inputs of the MPHE, assis-
tance from the CAP and Commonwealth
Foundation, the energies and enthusiasm
of TTSP members, and the invaluable fi-
nancial contributions of the private sector.

It is particularly gratifying that a small state
such as Trinidad and Tobago with a fledg-
ling association of planners can host a
conference of this nature as it points to the
recognition by our international colleagues
that our developmental problems though
on a comparative micro scale are no less
painful and distressing.

If I might steal a quote from Shakespeare:
“The poor beetle, which we tread

upon, In corporal sufferance feels a pang

as great As when a giant dies” Trinidad and

Tobago like other small island de-
veloping (SIDS) faces urbanization
challenges very similar to those experienced
by larger developing countries as well as
developed countries. Small size is in fact a
grave disadvantage as it reduces our flexibil-
ity and the options available to find solu-
tions. The ill effects of climate change and
sea level rise and the degree of vulnerability
for SIDS is an obvious example. This and
other challenges we anticipate will be ad-
dressed in the course of the two day work-
shop.
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In closing | would like to remark that this
event comes at a particularly auspicious
time for TTSP which is in its 35t year of
existence. There has been much ebb and
flow during the years; periods of high activity
and times when the Society was almost
moribund. In saying that | would like to com-
mend those members who have given of
their time and efforts to keep the Society
afloat - those who have been with us from
inception some of whom are present today;
those who have served on the Executive
almost perennially as secretary, treasurer
and on many occasions as president. |
won’t call any names as those people would
know who they are. But it also includes
some who are no longer with us having de-
parted from this life prematurely.

We hope that the conference and meeting
will conclude with some guidelines on the
way forward; and closer interrelationships
and exchanges within CAP Americas and
particularly with our Caribbean colleagues,
some of whom we regret were unable to
make it.

Dr. James Armstrong
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